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Abstract
In this research, soft-sediment deformation structures are studied and analyzed from the Cretaceous deltaic deposits of the
Afikpo Sandstone Member of the Nkporo Formation in Afikpo Sub-basin. These deformation structures are grouped into
three morphological and deformational styles which include load structures (load casts, ball-and pillow-structures, flame
structures, and pseudonodules), ductile disturbed structures (loop bedding, recumbent folding, and deformed lamination),
and brittle deformation (synsedimentary fractures). The facies analysis revealed sedimentary structures that are indicative of
storm and wave processes and rapid sedimentation. Though the trace fossils have a low to moderate diversity and abundance,
the Skolithos ichnofacies, particularly the Diplocraterion and Skolithos burrows, are relatively frequent. These ichnofossils are
indicative of high-energy conditions and rapid sedimentation. The recognition of the deformation processes and their triggers
suggests that the soft sediment deformation structures in the study area are not tectonic in origin as they are associated with
storm-generated sedimentary structures and structures formed due to rapid sedimentation. Furthermore, the deformational
structures are restricted to a single stratigraphic layer, and are not laterally extensive suggesting an endogenic or non-seismic
trigger mechanisms such as storm events, overloading, and rapid sedimentation.
© 2020 Jordan Journal of Earth and Environmental Sciences. All rights reserved
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1. Introduction
Soft sediment deformation structures (SSDS) occur
in unconsolidated water-saturated sediments during or
shortly after deposition, and before significant diagenesis
(Owen et al., 2011). Interest in the study of soft sediment
deformation structures and their triggering mechanisms have
progressively developed considerably over the past decades
(Kuenen, 1958; Sanders, 1960; Dott and Howard, 1962;
Lowe, 1975; Allen, 1982; Mills, 1983; Owen, 1987; Moretti,
2000; Rodríguez-Pascua et al., 2000; van Loon, 2009;
Oliveira et al., 2011; Owen and Moretti, 2011; Owen et al.,
2011; Sarkar, et al., 2014; Shanmugam, 2017). Many authors
have associated soft-sediment deformation structures with
seismically-induced triggering mechanisms (Mohindra and
Bagati 1996; Moretti, 2000; Rodríguez-Pascua et al., 2000;
Ettensohn et al., 2002; Samaila et al., 2006; Bhattacharya
and Bhattacharya, 2010; Martín-Chivelet et al., 2011;
Lunina and Gladkov, 2016), whereas limited works refer
such deformational structures to non-seismically-induced
triggering mechanisms such as storms, waves, tidal surge,
floods, overloading, rapid sedimentation, and groundwater
movements (Allen, 1982; Owen, 1987; Kerr and Eyles 1991;
Molina et al., 1998; Alfaro et al., 2002; Owen and Moretti,
2011; Põldsaar and Ainsaar, 2014). Furthermore, some softsediment deformation structures, such as loop bedding, seem
to be specifically related with seismic trigger mechanisms
(Calvo et al., 1998; Rodríguez-Pascua et al., 2000; MartínChivelet et al., 2011).
* Corresponding author e-mail: ogechi.ekwenye@unn.edu.ng

Detailed description and interpretation of the softsediment deformation structures (SSDS) in the Afikpo
Sandstone Member, particularly in the Itigidi region, is not
yet reported in any published work. This paper records for
the first time the genesis and implication of soft-sediment
deformation in the Afikpo Sub-basin. Published reports of
detailed soft-sediment deformation structures in Nigerian
sedimentary basins are mostly limited to the Bima Formation
of the Northern Benue Trough (Jones, 1962; Benkhelil, 1980,
1989; Braide, 1992; Guirand and Plaziat, 1993; Samaila et al.,
2006), the Ajali Formation of the Anambra Basin (Ladipo,
1988; Obi and Okogbue, 2004; Olabode, 2014), the Central
and the Southern Benue Trough (Hoque, 1984; Benkhelil,
1986, 1987; Dim et al., 2016). Detailed facies analysis and
ichnology of the Campanian-Maastrichtian deposits of the
Afikpo Sandstone Member in the Itigidi region is discussed
in Mode et al. (2018). This research concentrates on the
recognition of the soft-sediment deformation structures
(SSDS) in the Itigidi area.
In this study, sedimentology and a detailed description
of the SSDS help establish some genetic relationships
between ordinary sedimentary processes (endogenic
triggering mechanisms) and the occurrence of deformed
beds. Furthermore, from a regional point of view, this study
describes and interprets the occurrence of soft-sediment
deformation structures in the Afikpo Sandstone deposits of
the Afikpo Sub-basin.
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2. Geological Setting
The Afikpo sub-basin commonly referred to as Afikpo
Syncline is located in south-eastern Nigeria, and its origin
is linked to the formation of the Benue Trough. The Benue
Trough originated from the break-up of the Gondwana
supercontinent which resulted in the separation of the
African plate and South-American plate during the Late
Cretaceous (Reyment, 1965; Murat, 1972; Nwachukwu,
1972; Olade, 1975; Kogbe, 1976; Petters, 1978; Wright, 1981;
Benkhelil, 1982, 1989; Hoque and Nwajide, 1984; Maurin
et al., 1986). The trough is part of a large West and Central
African Rift System (WCARS) (Genik, 1992) which resulted
from the crustal stretching of the African plate consequent
upon the break-up of the Afro-American plate (Figure 1).
The rift structure is generated by sinistral displacements
along a pre-existing zone of northeast-southwest trending
transcurrent fault (Benkhelil, 1982, 1989; Maurin et al.,
1986; Popoff et al., 1986). The Benue Trough occurred as
an elongate intracratonic structure over 1,000 km long
and up to 250 km at its widest part. Olade (1979); Popoff
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et al., (1982); Benkhelil (1989) suggested a magmatic
activity during the opening and filling of the Benue Trough
which led to the deposition of the Abakaliki pyroclastics.
However, Hoque (1984) argued that the pyroclastics are
post-Santonian in age. Sedimentation in the Southern Benue
Trough (Abakaliki Basin) commenced in the Aptian-Albian
times, and was halted due to the Santonian thermo-tectonism
(Figure 2). This Santonian compressional phase resulted in
the folding, faulting and uplifting of the Abakaliki Basin to
form an anticlinorium; displacing depocentres westward and
eastward to form the Anambra Basin and Afikpo Sub-basin
(Simpson, 1954; Benkhelil, 1986, 1989; Okoro et al., 2012a).
Sedimentation commenced in the Afikpo Sub-basin during
the Campanian to Early Maastrichtian with the Nkporo
Shale and Afikpo Sandstone Members (Simpson, 1954;
Reyment, 1965) which formed the Nkporo Formation; this is
followed by the Maastrichtian Coal Measures which include
the Mamu, Ajali, and Nsukka formations, with the Nsukka
Formation terminating sedimentation in the basin (Nwajide,
2005).

Figure 1. Tectonic map of the West and Central African Rift Systems (WCARS), showing the Benue Trough, the Anambra Basin, and the
Afikpo Sub-basin (modified after Oha et al., 2016; Mode et al., 2018).

Figure 2. Tectonostratigraphy of the Abakiliki-Benue Trough and the Afikpo Sub-basin (Modified and redrawn from Okoro et al., 2012a;
Nwajide, 2013; Ekwenye et al., 2015).
Note: SST stands for Sandstone; FM stands for Formation
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Figure 3. Geologic map of study area showing the major outcrop locations within Itigidi and environs.

3. Sedimentology
Several works have been carried out to investigate the
depositional environments of the Nkporo Formation in
the Afikpo Sub-basin, most of the studies are done on a
regional scale (Simpson, 1954; Reyment, 1965; Banerjee,
1981; Benkhelil, 1986; Mode, 1991; Petters and Edet, 1996;
Odigi, 2011; Okoro et al., 2012a, b), and there are limited data
on the Itigidi-Ediba regions (Benkhelil, 1986; Mode et al.,
2018). The study area is underlain by the Afikpo Sandstone
Member of the Nkporo Formation (Figure 3). Mode et al.,
2018 described the sedimentary units in the Itigidi region and
grouped them into six facies associations (FA 1–6) depicting
a prograding deltaic strata deposited on the shelf, prodelta,
distal delta front, proximal delta front, distributary mouth
bar, and bay-fill sub-environments. Abridged sedimentology
of the study area is integrated with the SSDS to suite the
purpose of this study.
The basal unit of the study area is a well-exposed
fossiliferous shale and well-sorted fine to very fine grained
sandstone with micro-hummocky cross-stratification
(which has an average length of 5 cm and width of 2 cm),
interpreted as shelf (FA 1) and the prodelta (FA 2) deposits
(Mode et al., 2018) record no soft sediment deformation
structures (Figures 4). Sets of coarsening-upward beds of
structureless sandstone, siltstone, sandy heterolithic, current
rippled laminated sandstone, thin muddy heterolithic,
and bioturbated sandstone units, considered as distal
delta front, and also known as distal bar (FA 3) (Mode et
al., 2018), exhibit a number soft-sediment defomation
structures. Load cast, ball-and-pillow structures, flame-like
structures, pseudonodules were observed within the sandy
heterolithic facies and sandstones which are underlain by
muddy heterolithic facies and carbonaceous mudstone. Loop
bedding occurs within the muddy heterolithic unit. Suite of
trace fossils found within sandy units includes Palaeophycus,

Diplocraterion, Skolithos and Teichichnus. The bioturbated
sandstone facies which tops the distal prodeltaic deposits is
intensely bioturbated consisting of Skolithos, Cruziana, and
Zoophycus ichnofacies.
A coarsening upward succession of sandy and muddy
heteroliths, followed by stacks of cross-bedded and
horizontally-bedded coarsening upward sandstone and
hummocky cross-stratified sandstone, dominates the
proximal delta front (FA 4). FA 4 exhibits relatively fewer
soft sediment deformation structures such as load casts
and flame structures which occur locally within the sandy
heterolithic and muddy heterolithic units. The load casts
show low-diversity ichnofossils consisting of Skolithos,
Trichichnus burrows.
The bioturbation intensity is low to moderate. Cruziana
and Skolithos ichnofacies such as Diplocraterion,
Macaronichnus,
Chondrites,
Planolites,
Rosselia,
Conichnus, Skolithos? Cylindrichichnus and Trichichnus
were observed within the hummocky cross-stratified
sandstone. Diplocraterion parallelum and Conichnus
burrows are dominant at the basal part of the current rippled
laminated sandstone facies.
The study are is capped by hummocky cross-bedded
sandstone at the base; overlain by parallel to low-angle
laminated sandstone and swaley cross-bedded sandstone
facies referred to as a distributary mouth-bar deposits (FA
5). Here, the soft-sediment deformation structures, such as
the load casts, ball and pillow structures, pseudonodules,
flame structures, and recumbent fold, occur within the
sandy mouth-bar deposits on top and the muddy heterolithic
interpreted as bay-fill deposits at the base (FA 6). The degree
of bioturbation is low within the mouth-bar and bay-fill
deposits. Diplocraterion, Skolithos, Conichnus ichnofossils
are common within the mouth-bar deposits.
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Figure 4. Representative lithostratigraphic log profiles of Ediba (a) and Itigidi (b) areas.

4. Results and Interpretation
4.1 Soft-Sediment Deformation Structure: Classification and
Driving Forces

The soft-sediment deformation structures observed
in the study area are dominant in the delta front, mouthbar and bay-fill deposits. The deformation structures are
contemporaneous with deposition or post-deposition, and
they are common in medium to fine-grained sandstone,
siltstone, heterolithic deposits, and carbonaceous mudstone
in the study area. However, syndepositional fractures occur
in coarse-grained sandstone. The deformational structures,
especially the load structures, are commonly observed in
the proximal and distal delta front deposits, where more
competent materials (sandstone, sandy heterolithic sediment)
overlie less competent materials (mudstone/shale, siltstone
or muddy heterolithic sediment). These deformational
structures are less common in sandy areas or units with less
muddy sediments.
The soft-sediment deformation structures in the study
area are classified into three groups based on morphological
and deformational styles (Lowe, 1975; Mills, 1983; Owen,
1987, 2003; Moretti, 2000; Alfaro et al., 2002; Owen et
al., 2011) as follows: 1) load structures which include load
casts, pseudonodules, ball-and-pillow structures and flame
structures 2) ductile disturbed structures such as recumbent
folds, loop beddings, and deformed lamination, 3) brittle
deformed structures which consist of syndepositional
fractures. These morphological trends depend on the driving
forces which acted on the sediments during deformation.
The major driving forces that initiated these deformations
include gravitational instability and shear stress by current
(Figure 5).

Load Structures

The load structures encountered in the study area include
load casts, ball-and-pillow structures, flame structures and
pseudonodules (Figures 5 and 6). Most of the load structures
occurred within the same horizon, and they are mostly
formed by gravitational (vertical) forces associated with
reversed density mechanism (Owen et al., 2011), or reduction
in shear stress as in the case of flame structures (Mills,
1983). Some of the load structures are associated with or
occur as deformed parts of climbing ripples, wave ripples,
and hummocky cross-stratification.
Load casts are the commonest load structures and softdeformation structures in the study area. Their maximum
size is about 1.3–1.5 m in width and 50–80 cm in height,
and they occurred in the medium to fine-grained sandstone
and sandy heterolithic deposits (Figure 6a). Their internal
structures are well-preserved. The load casts are large,
undulating, with a bulbous protrusion; they slightly sink into
the underlying muddy substrate, showing a concave profile
(Figures 6a, c-e). Some load casts occur at the bottom of
larger pillows (Figure 6e). The load casts are associated with
water-escape structures formed between adjacent the load
casts (see Figures 6c, f). The characteristics of these largescale load casts are similar to those described by Alfaro et al.
(2002) and Moretti and Sabato (2007).
Driving force: Load casts are characterized by the
deposition of competent (denser) sandy sediment over less
competent (less dense) muddy substrate, which results in
gravitational instabilities due to a reversed density gradient
(Mills, 1983; Moretti and Sabato, 2007; Owen et al., 2011).
Reversed density deformation may also be produced by rapid
deposition of weakly compacted mud, overlain by rapidly
deposited medium-grained sands.
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Figure 5. A catalogue of the soft sediment deformation structures encountered in Itigidi, their driving forces, deformation mechanism and triggers.
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Figure 6. Occurrences and types of soft sediment deformation structures in the prograding deltaic deposits. (a). Large- and small-sized ball and
pillow structures at the sandy heterolith of the distal delta front or distal bar (DB) whereas loop bedding is observed within the muddy heterolithic
deposit. Syndepositional fractures (SF) occur in the horizontally bedded sandstone facies of the proximal delta front. (b). The flame-like structure
shows syneresis cracks which may indicate changes in salinity. (c). Typical load cast structures with bulbous protuberances and water escape
structures with upward directed crests formed within the bay-fill (BF) (muddy interval) and proximal delta front (sandy bed) deposits. (d). A closeup of the isolated load cast with deformed internal laminae forming a crescent shape that aligned with the morphology of the load cast. The interval
is poorly burrowed, exhibiting low diversity, diminutive Skolithos, Trichichnus and Planolites ichnofossils. (e). Load structures consisting of load
casts (Lc), ball and pillow structure (Bp) and pseudonodules (Ps) occurred within a mouth bar deposit. (f). Recumbent folds (Rf) in association
with flame structures (Fs) are observed within the mouth bar deposit. The deformation displaced the muddy sediments of the bay-fill vertically or
laterally. (g). Hummocky cross-stratified sandstone (HSC). (h). Swaley cross-stratified sandstone (SCS).
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Flame structures commonly occur with load casts as
upward-directed crests or tongue-like hydroplastic intrusions
(Bhattacharya and Bhattacharya, 2010) of underlying muddy
sediments into the load casts (Figures 6b-c, f). They are
commonly referred to as water (fluid)-escape structures
(Lowe, 1975; Alfaro et al., 2002). Flame structures are
also formed in sandy units; they form large-scale isolated
sandy flame-like structures with syneresis cracks as shown
in figure 6b. Some poorly-developed flame structures are
observed as convex-upward shaped flat crests (see Figure
6f). The flame structures consist of carbonaceous shale
and alternating carbonaceous shale and siltstone. Internal
lamination is observed in the muddy heterolithic layer. The
well-developed flame structures are represented by vertical
conduit, adapting to the external contour of the load casts
(Alfaro et al., 2002). The flame structures have a maximum
height of 80 cm and a width of 60 cm. They are similar to
those described by Alfaro et al. (2002); Collinson et al.
(2006).
Driving force: Flame structures are commonly
associated with load casts. The reversed density loading
which acts on a competent sediment creates a downward
vertical force that controlled the formation of the load casts
and simultaneously, an upward flow structure is formed
by reduction in shear stress as the less competent substrate
intrudes into the overlying layer (Mills, 1983; Oliveira et
al., 2011) due to gravitational readjustment (Alfaro et al.,
2002). Bhattacharya and Bhattacharya, 2010 suggested
that the inclined nature of the flames (as observed in figure
6f), may indicate deposition along a gentle slope and/or
subsequent modification of the flame structures by current
(Brodzikowski and Haluszczak, 1987). The isolated sandy
flame-like structure is formed from vertical displacement;
the deformation is localized, and may have resulted from
vertical shear (Owen, 1995).
Ball-and-pillow structures are very common in the
study area, and are dominated by large-scale, isolated
sandy structures with relatively undisturbed flat-tops and
bulbous bases as described by Mills (1983). Small-scale
ball-and-pillow structures are also observed (Figure 6a).
The large-scale pillows have maximum width and height
of about 80 and 40 cm, respectively, while the small-scale
pillows have maximum width and height of about 30 and 16
cm, respectively. The pillows are embedded in silty sands,
but are notably underlain by thin silty sands, unlike the
pseudonodules. Most of the pillows have well-preserved
internal structures and the laminations may be parallel,
curved to concentric resembling the shape of pillows.
Driving force: Ball-and-pillow structures similar to other
load structures resulted from the formation of reverse density
mechanisms. Though, they are thought to be genetically
different from pseudonodules and other load structures
(Mills, 1983). Ball-and-pillow structures are distinguished
from pseudonodules by the minor amount of finer sediments
required in their formation (Blatt et al., 1980).
Pseudonodules are observed within the same bed layer
with the other load structures. They occur as isolated masses
of irregularly-shaped and fine-grained sand, embedded in
an underlying deposit of contrasting density (Kuenen, 1958;

Allen, 1982), which is of the finer matrix such as mudstone
or siltstone (Figures 6k,l). Some of the sand nodules retain
lamination; concentric and deformed laminations are
observed. They are mostly small, but vary in sizes from 1–8
cm in height and 2–10 cm in width. (Mills, 1983).
Driving force: The formation of pseudonodules is
similar to that of the loaded cast, but an advanced stage of it
(Topal and Özkul, 2014). Here, the underlying fine- grained
sediment is more viscous (Mills, 1983) or water-saturated
(Kuenen, 1958) than that of the load cast. A reversed density
loading is also postulated for the formation of pseudonodules
(Blatt et al., 1980; Mills, 1983).
Ductile Disturbed Structures

Loop
beddings
are
deformational
structures
characterized by bundles of laminae that are sharply
constricted at intervals having shapes like loops or links of a
chain (Cole and Picard, 1975; Gibling et al., 1985; Calvo et al.,
1998). The loop bedding structure is commonly observed in
finely-laminated sediments (Cole and Picard, 1975; Gibling
et al., 1985; Trewin, 1986) and laminites (which consist of
packages of diatomite laminae; see Rodríguez-Pascua et al.,
2000) of lacustrine depositional environments, as well as
carbonate microbialites (Martín-Chivelet et al., 2011).
In the study area, the loop bedding is observed in the
muddy heterolithic units consisting of carbonaceous shale,
siltstone, and a very fine-grained sandstone. This loop
bedding is fairly exposed in about a 20 cm thick heterolithic
unit (Figures 4, 5f); the length of the loops varies from 20
cm to 35 cm, and the thickness of the loop-bedded layer is
about 5 mm thick. The loop bedding exhibits a boudinagelike morphology (which Martin-Chivelet et al., 2011 referred
to as boudinage structures) and is not associated with any
joints, faults, or microfaults.
Driving force: The loop bedding is formed as a result
of ductile deformation (Rodríguez-Pascua et al., 2000) or
reflects a plastic or hydroplastic deformation of partially
lithified sediments (Martín-Chivelet et al., 2011). The
loop bedding may be formed as a result of the stretching
of unlithified or laminae bundles with low contrast
incompetence, which is said to occur in response to seismic
shocks due to the slow movement of extensional faults (Calvo
et al., 1998; Rodríguez-Pascua et al., 2000; Martín-Chivelet
et al., 2011). It can also occur because of the increase in the
pore pressure of the unlithified sandy layers resulting in
tension stress.
Recumbent folds occur in association with
pseudonodules, load casts, and flame structures (Figure
6f). The folded sediments are developed in laminated sandy
heterolithic units, and are characterized by isoclinal limbs
and multiple circular hinges in a nearly horizontal axial
state, exhibiting an antiformal and synformal geometries.
The folds are not associated with faults or micro-faults. The
height of the recumbent folds is between 30–60 cm thick,
and the width is about 25 cm thick.
Driving force: Recumbent folds may be formed as a
result of current (tangential) shear in semi-consolidated or
liquefied sediments (Mills, 1983; Owen, 1996) or because of
the lateral drag of a flowing sediment-rich fluid mass over
water-saturated sands (McKee et al., 1962). The presence of
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alternating antiformal and synformal shapes, according to
Owen (1995) suggests an interaction between a convection
pattern of pore-water movement and upward movement of
pore water that liquidized the bed.
Deformed laminations as explained by Moretti and
Sabato (2007) include those deformed structures that are not
categorized as load structures, loop beddings, recumbent
folds, or brittle deformed structures in the study area. These
structures are common in the sandy heterolithic units and
exhibit varying morphologies. The deformed features may
be folded, crumped, or stretched sediments. They occur in
association with other soft-sediment deformation structures,
either at the base or top of the bed unit.
Driving force: the deformed lamination may have been
formed as a result of the current drag on partially-liquefied
sand (Bhattacharya and Bhattacharya, 2010).
Brittle Deformed Structures

Syndepositional fractures occur at the lower and upper
part of the very coarse to coarse-grained trough crossstratified and massive sandstones. The highly dipping (>80 ⁰)
joint sets display cross-cutting relationship; the major joints
trend in a northwest direction (averaging 350 ⁰), whereas the
minor joints indicate a westward direction (averaging 270 ⁰).
No displacement is observed in the fractures (see Figures 5,
6a).
Driving force: Syndepositional fractures are the only
soft-sediment deformation observed in the coarse-grained
sandstone. No syndepositional faults, microfaults, or folds
were observed. The cohesionless sandstone unit experienced
only brittle deformation which suggests that the sediment
was unsaturated with water during deformation (Mohindra
and Bagati, 1996; Moretti, 2000). Brittle deformation arises
from the cohesive behaviour of the sandstone when an
increase in pore pressure is not strong enough to liquefy the
sediment (Vanneste et al., 1999).
5. Discussion
5.1 Soft-Sediment Deformation Processes

A number of depositional environments such as shoreline,
fluvial as well as the deep marine settings are commonly
associated with soft-sediment deformation structures
because of the slope gradient, high fluid discharge and rapid
sedimentation (Pulham, 1989, Bhattacharya and Walker,
1991; Coleman, et al., 1983; Martinsen, 1989; Moretti et al.,
2001; Oliveira et al., 2011). Figure 7 is a conceptual model
(cross-section) showing the occurrence and distribution
of soft-sediment deformation structures in a deltaic body
(Nichols, 2009).
Soft-sediment deformation processes which include
driving forces, deformation mechanisms and triggering
mechanisms allow deformation to occur in a substrate
(Oliveira et al., 2011; Owen et al., 2011). The driving forces
are established for the various deformational structures
discussed; they comprise reversed density gradient and
shear stress. The shear stress may result in the current
drag, increased pore pressure and pore-water movement
in sediments. Liquefaction and fluidization are the main
mechanisms of deformation in the study area; another
mechanism is intergranular shear.
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Figure 7. A cross-section across a delta lobe showing the occurrence
and distribution of soft sediment deformation structures as observed
in the study area (redrawn and modified after Nichols, 2009).
5.2 Deformation Mechanisms

Liquefaction and fluidization are the main deformation
mechanisms in the study area. They are known to be the
most common deformation mechanisms in unconsolidated,
water-saturated sediments (Lowe, 1975; Allen, 1982; Owen,
1996; Moretti, 2000; Owen and Moretti, 2011). Liquefaction
is known to occur when the grains are temporally suspended
in a pore fluid either due to grain instability or excess pore
water pressure (Lowe, 1975; Mills, 1983; Oliveira et al.,
2011). Fluidization refers to the upward movement (i.e. fluid
drag) of sediments’ particles which results in dewatering or
water-escape structures (Mills, 1983).
The load structures which include load casts, balland-pillow structures and pseudonodules are driven by
gravitational forces, and are deformed mainly by liquefaction
or reduction in shear stress of the sediments which make
the sediments act as a viscous fluid. Flame structures are
products of both liquefaction and fluidization. Fluidization
occurs after liquefaction when the suspended grains have
re-deposited, with a net movement of sediment particles
downward. Subsequently, an upward flow of fluid through
the fluidized sediments could result in the destruction of the
original sediment fabric. Fluidization requires an external
supply of fluid in an upward motion. The formation of
recumbent folds is attributed to liquefaction (Mills, 1983)
when the current shear (or lateral drag according to McKee
et al., 1962) of a flowing fluid acts on the liquefied sand
beds. Deformed laminations may be induced by liquefaction
and loop beddings are probably induced by liquefaction
and intergranular shear that occurred in cohesive, partially
lithified, laminated sediments. Intergranular shear is a
common deformation mechanism that results in brittle failure
(such as syndepositional fractures) in cohesionless sediments
(Owen, 1987) such as the coarse-grained sediments of the
proximal delta front. Owen, 1995 suggested that the brittle
failure occurs during a late stage in deformation when
the deformation in the liquefied sediments is replaced by
deformation through intergranular shear. Brittle failure is
also common in partially liquefied sediment or sediment that
was adjacent to liquefied sediment during deformation, such
as sediment that was above a water table when liquefaction
occurred (Bryant and Miall, 2010; Owen and Moretti, 2011).
5.3 Triggering Mechanisms

The triggering mechanisms for the deformation in
the study are considered to be non-seismic or endogenic
triggers (sensu Owen et al., 2011) based on the interpreted
environment of deposition (EOD) and the relationship
between sedimentary facies and the occurrence of softsediment deformation structures. The strata of the study
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area are interpreted as prograding river-dominated and
wave-influenced deltaic deposits. Generally, deltaic systems
are typically associated with soft- sediment deformation
structures due to slope instability, rapid sedimentation, storm
waves, and/or overloading mainly in the proximal region
with a high-flow discharge (Pulham, 1989, Bhattacharya and
Walker, 1991 and 1992; Coleman, et al., 1983; Martinsen,
1989; Bann and Fielding, 2004; Oliveira et al., 2011). The
Itigidi and Ediba outcrops have a low palaeoslope gradient
(<3⁰), so slope instability may not be an appropriate trigger
for the deformation, and there is no evidence of slump
structures in the outcrops. Overloading may be a triggering
mechanism; it is induced by the rapid deposition of sands on
a soft-substrate (Owen et al., 2011).
Although loop beddings have been considered as
seismites by some authors (Calvo et al., 1998; RodríguezPascua et al., 2000; Martín-Chivelet et al., 2011), for this
research, the study area lacks evidence of tectonic signatures
based on previous studies. Fractures are limited to joints;
no structural displacements or folds occurred, neither is the
basin known to be tectonically active. The soft-sediment
deformation structures are not laterally extensive, and the
deformed beds are not completely bounded above and below
by undeformed units. The SSDS are only limited to the
stratigraphic section at Itigidi.
6. Conclusions
This paper further reveals comprehensive soft-sediment
deformation structures that are formed by endogenic
triggers in a deltaic system. The encountered deformation
structures are classified into three groups: i. load structure,
which includes load casts, pseudonodules, ball-and-pillow
structures and flame structures; ii. a ductile disturbed
structure such as loop beddings, recumbent folds and
deformed laminations; and iii. brittle deformed structure,
which consists of syndepositional fractures. These
deformations are formed mainly as a result of gravitational
instabilities due to reversed density gradient and shear stress
on liquefied or fluidized sediments. Non-seismic triggers
such as rapid sedimentation, storm waves, and/or overloading
are the major triggering mechanisms in the study area.
The morphological, sedimentological, and stratigraphic
characteristics of these soft-sediment deformations strongly
indicate non-seismic or endogenic triggers. The presence of
the ductile deformation structure – a loop bedding which has
been regarded as a seismite (Calvo et al., 1998; RodríguezPascua et al., 2000; Martín-Chivelet et al., 2011), occurs
within an exclusively non-seismic triggered zone suggesting
that the loop bedding is not exclusive to seismic trigger.
Acknowledgement
The authors are grateful to the community leaders
of Itigidi and Ediba for their hospitality and assistance
during the course of field work. The authors thank the
undergraduate students of the Department of Geology,
University of Nigeria, Nsukka who provided field assistance
during the field mapping exercise as well as appreciate Mr
Ikenna Okonkwo’s useful information on the structural trend
of the study area.

References
Alfaro, P., Delgado, J., Estévez, A., Molina, J., Moretti,
M.,Soria, J. (2002). Liquefaction and fluidization structures in
Messinian storm deposits (Bajo Segura Basin, Betic Cordillera,
southern Spain. International Journal of Earth Sciences 91,
505–513.
Allen, J.R.L. (1982). Sedimentary Structures, their character
and physical basis. Development in sedimentology 30B. Volume
II, Amsterdam, Elsevier Scientific Publishing Company, 663
pp.
Bann, K. L. and Fielding, C. R. (2004). An integrated
ichnological and sedimentological comparison of non-deltaic
shoreface and subaqueous delta deposits in Permian reservoir
units of Australia. [In:] McIlroy, D. (Eds.). The application of
ichnology to palaeoenvironmental and stratigraphic analysis.
Geological Society, London, Special Publications 228, 273–310.
Banerjee, I. (1981). Storm lag and related facies of the bioclastic
limestones of the Eze Aku Formation (Turonian), Nigeria.
Sedimentary Geology 26, 133–147.
Benkhelil, M.J. (1980). On deformations of the Cretaceous
rocks in the lower Gongola area. J. Mining and Geol., 17, p.
163 – 169.
Benkhelil, J. (1982). Benue Trough and Benue chain. Geological
Magazine 119, 155–168.
Benkhelil, J. (1986). Structure and geodynamic evolution of the
intracontinental Benue Trough (Nigeria). Unpublished Thesis,
Nice et Elf Nigeria SNEA (P), 202 pp.
Benkhelil, J. (1987). Structural frame and deformations in the
Benue Trough of Nigeria. Bull. Centres Rech. Explor – Prod.
Elf – Aquitaine, 11, 160 – 161.
Benkhelil, J. (1989). The origin and evolution of the Cretaceous
Benue Trough (Nigeria). Journal of African Earth Sciences (and
the Middle East) 8, 251–282.
Bhattacharya, H.N. and Bhattacharya, B. (2010). Soft-sediment
deformation structures from an ice-marginal storm–tide
interactive system, Permo-Carboniferous Talchir Formation,
Talchir Coalbasin, India. Sedimentary Geology 223, 380–389.
Bhattacharya J. and Walker, R. G. (1991). Allostratigraphic
subdivision of the Upper Cretaceous Dunvegan, Shaftesbury
and Kaskapau formations, northwestern Alberta subsurface.
Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum Geology 39, 145–164.
Bhattacharya, J.P. and Walker, R.G. (1992). Deltas. [In:]
Walker, R.G., James, N.P. (Eds.), Facies Models: Response to
Sea Level Change. Geological Association of Canada, St Johns,
Newfoundland pp.157–178.
Blatt, H., Middleton, G.V., Murray, R.C. (1980). Origin of
Sedimentary Rocks, second ed. Prentice-Hall, Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey.
Braide, S.P. (1992). Tectonic origin of preconsolidation
deformation in Bima Sandstone, Yola Arm, Benue Trough.
Nigerian Association of Petroleum Explorationist Bulletin 7,
40–45.
Brodzikowski, K. and Haluszczak, A. (1987). Flame structures
and associated deformations in Quaternary glaciolacustrine
and glaciodeltaic deposits: examples from central Poland. [In:]
Jones, M.E., Preston, R.M.F. (Eds.), Deformation of sediments
and sedimentary rocks. Geological Society Special Publication
29, 279–286.
Bryant, G. and Miall, A.D. (2010). Diverse products of nearsurface sediment mobilization in an ancient eolianite: outcrop
features of the early Jurassic Navajo Sandstone. Basin Research
22, 578–590.
Calvo, J.P., Rodriguez-Pascua, M., Martin Velasquez, S.,
Jimenez, S., de Vicente, G. (1998). Microdeformation of
lacustrine laminate sequences from Late Miocene formations

10

Ekwenye et al. / JJEES (2020) 11 (1): 1-11

of SE Spain: an interpretation of loop bedding. Sedimentology
45, 279–292.

5-19. DOI: 10.1016/j.sedgeo.2016.02.014

Cole, R.D. and Picard, M.D. (1975). Primary and secondary
structures in oil shale and other fine grained rocks, Green
River Formation (Eocene), Utah and Colorado, Utah. Geology
2, 49–67.

Martín-Chivelet, J., Palma, R.M., López-Gómez, J., Kietzmann,
D.A. (2011). Earthquake-induced soft-sediment deformation
structures in Upper Jurassic open-marine microbialites
(Neuquén Basin, Argentina). Sedimentary Geology 235, 210221.

Coleman, J. M., Prior, D. B., Lindsay, J. F. (1983). Deltaic
influences on shelf edge instability processes. [In:] Stanly, D.
J., Moore, G. T. (Eds.). The shelfbreak: critical interface on
continental margins. Society of Economic Paleontologists and
Mineralogists, Special Publication 33, 121-137.

Martinsen, O.J. (1989). Styles of soft-deformation on a
Namurian (Carboniferous) delta slope, Western Irish Namurian
Basin, Ireland. [In:] Whateley, M.K.G., Pickering, K.T. (Eds.),
Deltas: Sites and Traps for Fossil Fuels: Geological Society,
London, Special Publications, 41, 167–177.

Collinson, J., Mountney, N., Thompson, D. (2006). Sedimentary
Structures. Hertfordshire, England, Terra Publishing, 292 pp.

McKee, E.D., Reynolds, M.A., Baker, C.H. (1962). Experiments
on intraformational recumbent folds in cross-bedded sand. U.S.
Geological Survey Professional Paper, 450-D, 155-160.

Dim, C.I.P., Okwara, I.C., Mode, A.W., Onuoha, K.M. (2016).
Lithofacies and environments of deposition within the MiddleUpper Cretaceous successions of Southeastern Nigeria. Arabian
Journal of Geosciences 9, 1–17.
Dott, R.H. and Howard, J.K. (1962). Convolute laminations in
non-graded sequences. Journal of Geology 70, 114-121.
Ekwenye, O.C., Nichols, G., Mode, A.W. (2015). Sedimentary
petrology and provenance interpretation of the sandstone
lithofacies of the Paleogene strata, south-eastern Nigeria.
Journal of African Earth Sciences 109, 239–262.
Ettensohn, F.R., Rast, N., Brett, C.E. (2002). Ancient Seismites:
Geological Society of America, Special Paper, 359.
Genik, G.J. (1992). Regional framework, structural and
petroleum aspects of rift basins in Niger, Chad and the Central
African Republic (CAR). Tectonophysics 213, 169 – 185.
Gibling, M.R., Tantisukrit, C., Uttamo, W., Thanasuthipitak, T.,
Haraluk, M. (1985). Oil shale sedimentology and geochemistry
in Cenozoic Mae Sot Basin, Thailand. American Association of
Petroleum Geologists Bulletin 69, 767–780.
Guiraud, M. and Plaziat, J.C. (1993). Seismites in the fluviatile
Bima sandstones: identification of pameoseism and discussion
of their magnitudes in a Cretaceous synsedimentary strike–slip
basin (Upper Benue, Nigeria). Tectonophysics 225, 493–522.
Hoque, M. (1984). Pyroclastics from the lower Benue Trough
of Nigeria and their tectonic implications. Journal of African
Earth Sciences 2, 351 – 358.
Hoque, M. and Nwajide, C.S. (1984). Tectono-sedimentological
evolution of an elongate Intracratonic basin (Aulacogen):
the case of the Benue Trough of Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of
Mining and Geology 21, 19–26.
Jones, G.P. (1962). Deformed cross-stratification in Cretaceous
Bima Sandstone, Nigeria. Journal of Sedimentary Petrology 32,
231–239.
Kerr, M. and Eyles, N. (1991). Storm-deposited sandstones
(tempestites) and related ichnofossils of the Late-Ordovician
Georgian Bay Formation, southern Ontario, Canada. Canadian
Journal of Earth Sciences 28, 266–282.
Kogbe, C.A. (1976). The Cretaceous and Paleogene sediments
of Southern Nigeria. [In:] Kogbe, C. A., (Eds.), Geology of
Nigeria. Elizabethan Publishing Company, Lagos, pp. 273–282.
Kuenen, P.H. (1958). Experiments in geology. Transactions of
the Geological Society of Glasgow 23, 1–28.
Ladipo, K.O. (1988). Paleogeography, sedimentation and
tectonics of the upper cretaceous Anambra basin, southeastern
Nigeria. Journal of African Earth Sciences (and the Middle
East) 7, 865-871.
Lowe, D. R. (1975). Water escape structures in coarse grained
sediments. Sedimentology 22, 57–204.
Lunina, O. and Gladkov, A. S. (2016). Soft-sediment deformation
structures induced by strong earthquakes in southern Siberia
and their paleoseimsic significance. Sedimentary Geology 344,

Mills, P.C. (1983). Genesis and diagnostic value of soft-sediment
deformation structures--a review. Sedimentary Geology 35,
83–104.
Mode, A. W. (1991). Assemblage zones, age and
paleoenvironment of the Nkporo Shale, Akanu area, Ohafia,
southeastern Nigeria. Journal of Mining and Geology 27, (1),
107 – 114.
Mode A.W., Ekwenye, O.C., Oha, I.A., Onah, F.C. (2018).
Facies analysis and ichnology of a prograding river-dominated
and wave-influenced deltaic deposit: the Nkporo Formation
in the Itigidi-Ediba region of the Afikpo Sub-basin, southeastern Nigeria. Journal of African Earth Sciences. 10.1016/j.
jafrearsci.2018.06.002.
Moretti, M. (2000). Soft-sediment deformation structures
interpreted as seismites in middle–late Pleistocene aeolian
deposits (Apulian foreland, southern Italy). Sedimentary
Geology 135, 167–179.
Moretti, M., Soria, J. M. Alfaro, P., Walsh, N. (2001).
Asymmetrical soft-sediment deformation structures triggered
by rapid sedimentation in turbiditic deposits (Late Miocene,
Guadix Basin, Southern Spain). Facies 44(1), 283-294, DOI:
10.1007/BF02668179.
Moretti, M. and Sabato, L. (2007). Recognition of trigger
mechanisms for soft-sediment deformation in the Pleistocene
lacustrine deposits of the SantʻArcangelo Basin (Southern
Italy): Seismic shock vs. overloading. Sedimentary Geology
196, 31–45.
Mohindra, R. and Bagati, T.N. (1996). Seismically induced softsediment deformation structures (seismites) around Sumdo in
the lower Spiti valley (Tethys Himalaya). Sedimentary Geology
101, 69-83.
Molina, J. M., Alfaro, P., Moretti, M., Soria, J. M. (1998). Softsediment deformation structures induced by cyclic stress of
storm waves in tempestites (Miocene, Guadalquivir Basin,
Spain), Terra Nova 10, 145–150.
Maurin, J.C., Benkhelil, J., Robineau, B. (1986). Fault rocks
of the Kaltungo lineament, northeastern Nigeria and their
relationship with Benue Trough tectonics. Journal of Geological
Society of London 143, 587 – 599.
Murat, R.C. (1972). Stratigraphy and palaeogeography of
the Cretaceous and Lower Tertiary in southern Nigeria. [In:]
Dessauvagie, T.F.J., Whiteman, A.J. (Eds.), African Geology.
University of Ibadan Press, Nigeria pp. 251–266.
Nichols, G. (2009). Sedimentology and Stratigraphy, second ed.
Blackwell Publishing Oxford, United Kingdom, 419 pp.
Nwachukwu, S.O. (1972). The tectonic evolution of the southern
portion of the Benue Trough, Nigeria. Geological Magazine
109, 411–419.
Nwajide, C.S. (2005). Anambra Basin of Nigeria: Synoptic basin
analysis as a basis for evaluating its hydrocarbon prospectivity.
[In:] Okogbue, C.O. (Eds.) Hydrocarbon potentials of the
Anambra basin: geology, geochemistry and geohistory

Ekwenye et al. / JJEES (2020) 11 (1): 1-11

perspectives. Proceedings of the 1st seminar organized by
Petroleum Technology Development Fund Chair in Geology,
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, pp.1–46.
Nwajide, C. S. (2013). Geology of Nigeria’s Sedimentary
Basins. CSS Bookshops Limited, Lagos. 565 pp.
Obi, G.C. and Okogbue, C.O. (2004). Sedimentary response
to tectonism in the Campanian–Maastrichtian succession,
Anambra Basin, southeastern Nigeria. Journal of African Earth
Sciences 38, 99–108.
Odigi, M.I. (2011). Diagenesis and reservoir quality of
cretaceous sandstones of Nkporo Formation (Campanian)
southeastern Benue Trough, Nigeria. Journal of Geology and
Mining Research 3, 265–280.
Olade, M.A. (1975). Evolution of Nigeria’s Benue Trough
(aulacogen): a tectonic model. Geological Magazine 112, 575–
583.
Olade, M. A. (1979). The Abakaliki pyroclastics of southern
Benue Trough, Nigerian Journal of Mining and Geology 16,
17-25.
Olabode, S. O. (2014). Soft sediment deformation structures in
the Maastrichtian Ajali Formation Western Flank of Anambra
Basin, southern Nigeria. Journal of African Earth Sciences 89,
16–30.
Oliveira C. M.M., Hodgson D. M., Flint S. S. (2011). Distribution
of soft-sediment deformation structures in clinoform
successions of the Permian Ecca Group, Karoo Basin, South
Africa. Sedimentary Geology 235, 314–330.
Okoro, A. U., Okogbue, C.O., Nwajide, C. S., Onuigbo, E.
N. (2012a). Provenance and paleogeography of the Nkporo
Formation (Late Campanian – Early Maastrichtian) in the
Afikpo Sub-Basin, Southeastern Nigeria. European Journal of
Scientific Research 88, 346–364.
Okoro A. U., Onuigbo, E. N., Akpunonu E. O., Obiadi I.
I. (2012b). Lithofacies and pebble morphogenesis: Keys to
paleoenvironmental interpretation of the Nkporo Formation,
Afikpo Sub-Basin, Nigeria. Journal of Environment and Earth
Science 2, (6), 26-38.
Owen, G. (1987). Deformation processes in unconsolidated
sands. [In:] Jones, M. E., Preston, R. M. F., Deformation of
Sediments and Sedimentary Rocks (Eds.), Geological Society
of London 29, 11–24.
Owen, G. (1995). Soft-sediment deformation in Upper
Proterozoic Torridonian sandstones (Applecross Formation) at
Torridon, northwest Scotland. Journal of Sedimentary Research
A65, 495–504.
Owen, G. (1996). Anatomy of a water- escape cusp in Upper
Proterozoic Torridon Group sandstones, Scotland. Sediment.
Geol.103, 117–128.
Owen, G. (2003). Load structures: gravity-driven sediment
mobilization in the shallow subsurface, Geological Society
Special Publication 216, 21–34.
Owen, G. and Moretti, M. (2011). Identifying triggers for
liquefaction-induced soft-sediment deformation in sands.
Sedimentary Geology. Sedimentary Geology 235, 141–147.
Owen, G., Moretti, M., Alfaro, P. (2011). Recognising triggers
for soft-sediment deformation: Current understanding and
future directions. Sedimentary Geology 235, 133–140.
Petters, S.W. (1978). Mid-Cretaceous paleoenvironments and
biostratigraphy of the Benue Trough, Nigeria. Geological
Society of America Bulletin 89, 151–154.
Petters S. W. and Edet, J. (1996). Shallow shelf and anoxic facies
in the Late Campanian – Early Maastrichtian of SE Nigeria.
Geologie de I’ Afrique et L’ Atlantique sud: Actes colloques
Angers. 220 – 227.
Põldsaar, K. and Ainsaar, L. (2014). Extensive soft-sediment

11
deformation structures in the early Darriwilian (Middle
Ordovician) shallow marine siliciclastic sediments formed
on the Baltoscandian carbonate ramp, northwestern Estonia.
Marine Geology 356, 111-127.
Popoff, M., Kampunzu, A. B., Coulon, C., Esquevin, J. (1982).
Découverte d’un volcanisme mésozoique dans le nord-est
du Nigéria datations absolues, caractères magmatiques et
signification géodynamique dans l’évolution du rift de la
Bénoué: in Rifts et Fossés Anciens, résumé. Trav. Lab. Sci.
Terre, Marseille St Jérôme (B), 19, 47- 49. Not seen, cited from
Benkhelil, J. (1986). Structure and geodynamic evolution of the
intracontinental Benue Trough (Nigeria). Unpublished Thesis,
Nice et Elf Nigeria SNEA (P), 202pp.
Popoff, M., Wiedmann, J., De Clasz, I. (1986). The Upper
Cretaceous Gongila and Pindiga Formations, northern
Nigeria: subdivisions, age, stratigraphic correlations and
paleogeographic implications. Eclogae Geologicae Helvetiae
79, 343 – 363.
Pulham, A. J. (1989). Controls on internal structure and
architecture of sanstone bodies within Upper Carboniferous
fluvial-dominated deltas, County Clare, western Ireland. [In:]
Whateley, M.K.G., Pickering, K.T., (Eds.), Deltas: sites and
traps for fossil fuels. Oxford, Blackwell Scientific Publications,
Geological Society, Special Publication 41, p. 179-203.
Reyment, R.A. (1965). Aspects of the Geology of Nigeria: The
stratigraphy of the Cretaceous and Cenozoic deposits, Ibadan
University Press, Ibadan, 145 pp.
Rodríguez-Pascua, M.A., Calvo, J.P. De Vicente, G., GómezGras, D. (2000). Soft-sediment deformation structures
interpreted as seismites in lacustrine sediments of the Prebetic
Zone, SE Spain, and their potential use as indicators of
earthquake magnitudes during the Late Miocene. Sedimentary
Geology 135, 117–135.
Samaila, N.K., Abubakar, M.B., Dike, E.F.C., Obaje, N.G.
(2006). Description of soft-sediment deformation structures
in the Cretaceous Bima Sandstone from the Yola Arm, Upper
Benue Trough, Northeastern Nigeria. Journal of African Earth
Sciences 44, 66-74.
Sanders, J.E. (1960). Origin of convoluted laminae. Geol. Mag.,
97, 409-421.
Shanmugam, G. (2017). The fallacy of interpreting SSDS
with different types of breccias as seismites amid the
multifarious origins of earthquakes: Implications. Journal of
Palaeogeography, 6(1), 12-44.
Sarkar, S., Choudhuri, A., Banerjee, S., Van Loon, A. J., Bose, P.
K. (2014). Seismic and non-seismic soft-sediment deformation
structures in the Proterozoic Bhander Limestone, central India.
Geologos 20 (2), 89–103. doi: 10.2478/logos-2014-0008.
Simpson, A. (1954). The Nigerian coalfield. The geology of
parts of Onitsha, Owerri and Benue provinces. Bull. Geol.
Survey Nigeria 24, 85.
Trewin, N.H. (1986). Palaeoecology and sedimentology of
the Achanarras fish bed of the Middle Old Red Sandstone,
Scotland. Trans. R. Soc. Edinburgh, Earth Sci. 77, 21–46.
Topal, S. and Özkul, M. (2014). Soft-sediment deformation
structures interpreted as seismites in the Kolankaya Formation,
Denizli Basin (SW Turkey). The Scientific World Journal
Article ID 352654, 1-13. http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2014/352654
Van Loon, A.J. (2009). Soft-sediment deformation structures in
siliciclastic sediments: an overview. Geologos 15, 3–55.
Vanneste, K., Meghraoui, M., Camelbeeck, T. (1999). Late
Quaternary earthquake-related soft-sediment deformation
along the Belgian portion of the Feldbiss Fault, Lower Rhine
Graben system. Tectonophysics 309, 57-79.
Wright, J.B. (1981). Review of the Origin and Evolution of the
Benue Trough in Nigeria. Earth Evolution Science 2, 98-103.

